
Maths in 

Reception



In Reception we work from the Early

Years Foundation Stage (EYFS)

curriculum.

There are two areas in the maths

curriculum:

• Numbers

• Numerical Pattern.



By the end of the Reception year, the aim

is that all children have achieved the

Early Learning Goals. (ELGs)

However, children develop at different

rates and there will be children who are

still working towards them. 



In Reception the children learn 

through a combination of adult-led

activities and child-initiated play. 

This means that we have whole 

class carpet sessions and play-

based learning which is extended 

and observed by adults. 



We follow White Rose planning and also use Number 
blocks to help us embed the children’s understanding 
of maths and develop a love for it.



Maths Meetings
• We also have maths meetings in class twice a 

week where we cover a variety of maths subjects 
in a short snappy 10 minute input to develop maths
fluency.

• Days of the 
week https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=iNGJwLg
pP0k

• We love maths 
intro https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Yco75-
axCpw

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=iNGJwLgpP0k
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Yco75-axCpw


This little girl was 

jumping along 

the number 

ladder and 

saying the 

numbers in order 

from 1 to 10 and 

back again.



The children do activities such as pegging

10 green bottles in order on a washing line, or

counting down for the rocket to blast off. 



Can the children use a number line to

answer simple calculations? 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10

3 + 2 =

5 – 3 = 



The children love 

moving the 

‘Beebot’ forwards 

and backwards, 

left and right. 

This little girl was 

travelling under, 

over, through and 

between,  using the 

appropriate words 

as she went. 



Children use objects in the role play

area which encourage them to use mathematical

language in their play. 



We encourage the children to use mathematical

language whilst they are filling up bottles in the

water tray. E.g. Can you fill your bottle so that it is

half full? How much water have you got in your

bottle? 



We do lots of work 

on making 

patterns 



These children made pictures and models 

using 2D and 3D shapes. They told me 

what shapes they had used and why.



We have also been using ‘Numicon’ which 

is a resource which allows children to 

develop their understanding of number and 

mathematical concepts in a different way. 



Any Questions? 


