
HOW WE TEACH READING 

“There are good  

reading activities at 

the school set on a 

daily basis to pro-

mote and support 

literacy “ 

Parent comment 

Our library 

The children get to visit our well stocked 

school library weekly. The children are able to 

select from a large range of books, from non-

fiction to fiction and recently we have includ-

ed some magazines. The bright displays cele-

brate reading  

achievements in class. Classrooms are  also 

stocked with books that are linked to the ‘core 

story’. 

The Power of Reading 

Reading has a high profile at our school, as it is the key to effective  
learning. We encourage the children to appreciate books, read 
independently, make good progress and take immense pleasure in     reading, 
both at school and home. We aim to foster skills which will   remain with the 
children for life. We aspire to support our children to become language rich pu-
pils. We believe that this is best achieved through reading widely and reading 
ambitiously. 

Our entire curriculum, from our two year old nursery to the end of Year two, is 
based around books. We have called these core stories, linking all our learning 
that term to the themes and topics raised in the books. The children develop a 
greater understanding, enjoyment and begin to use ambitious ideas and vocab-
ulary reflected into their writing. By the time the children leave our school, they 
have a stock of stories and ideas     embedded in their imaginations and memo-
ries that they can draw on as they move on in their education journey.  

We use a teaching resource called “The Power of Reading” to support our read-
ing and writing lessons in school.  These vocabulary rich, engaging lessons form 
the backbone of the learning your child will do in school.   

 

 

SMILE: We aspire to unlock the full potential of every pupil by  
Stimulating, Motivating, Inspiring Learning and Enjoyment in a safe environment. 

One of our reading resources 

School library 



The start of the reading journey 

In Nursery and Reception we encourage ‘book talk’. The children learn to handle 
books, talk constantly about what’s happening and they begin to recognise a few 
key words. This all happens alongside our phonics programme so, when the chil-
dren learn letters and sounds, they can apply these skills to the books they read-
ing.  

We teach phonics in a rigorous engaging way. We use a scheme called “storytime 
phonics”, this links the letter sounds (phonemes) to a story and an action. The 
children hear a story and learn new sounds each day, alongside learning “tricky 
words” which cannot be decoded using phonics.  

In our daily phonic lessons children review previously learnt phonemes or tricky 
words. A new phoneme is taught alongside any new tricky word or spelling 
pattern. Children will practise this new learning through an activity, then applying 
it in either reading or writing. The lessons are fast paced and motivating, encour-
aging the children to apply their learnt skills in other areas of the curriculum. 

In June, Year one children are required to complete the phonics screening check. 
This checks their application of the phonics skills they have been taught through 
their reading of real and nonsense words. These skills are practised regularly in 
school. 

As children move into Year 2, the emphasis moves from a purely phonics based 
approach, to one where the children are asked to show their       understanding of 
the texts they have read through discussion,             comprehension and writing 
tasks.  

Reading schemes 

Children bring home  

reading books each day care-

fully matched to their ability.  

We encourage parents to 

read daily with their children 

and to  

feedback to the class teach-

ers how the children have 

read at home.  Daily rehears-

al of reading skills helps em-

bed the learning the children 

have done during the school 

Assessment for 

 learning 

Teachers assess children’s 

reading on a regular basis; 

through hearing them read, 

phonics lessons, English les-

sons and through talking to 

your child about their learn-

ing. All these things inform 

the picture of your child as a 

reader.  This, along with the 

test your child will sit at the 

end of Year Two informs the 

reading  judgement we 

make.  

“The teachers do their best to 

keep my son stimulated and his 

confidence has grown.” 

Parent comment 

Encouraging a love of reading 



Engaging Activities 

In English sessions we use drama and 

role play activities to bring alive our 

core stories. Children are encouraged 

to imagine  meeting the characters, 

ask them questions, pretend to be 

characters from the book and respond 

through movement and discussion. 

We also respond through art work; 

illustration is a vital part of the books 

we read, as the pictures often convey 

parts of the story which are not ex-

pressed in words. On our core story 

board you will see a range of activities 

that the children have participated in 

over the course of the term.  

Home and School in Partnership  

We welcome voluntary help from parents in the classroom and with 

reading. Hearing children read and talking to them about what they 

have read is a rewarding and enjoyable experience.  Please speak to 

our school office if you, or anyone you know, could spare some time to 

work with our fantastic children here in school. 

Reading at home is one of the most important ways you can help your 

child with their learning. Reading opens doors to imaginary worlds and 

future learning like no other activity can do. Read each day with your 

child and remember that reading should be a fun, enjoyable time for 

you both. If your child is reluctant to read at first, take the pressure off 

them by reading aloud,    gradually building to them reading the occa-

sional word, pointing to phonemes that they know, talking about the 

pictures in the book. All of these are valuable skills.  

When reading with your child at home, it is important to: 

Pause, Prompt and Praise  

PAUSE to help them work out the new words.  

PROMPT by asking them to use their phonics, look at the     pictures, 

remember a word from previous reading. 

PRAISE them for trying whether they are right or wrong. It is im-

portant to use as many clues as possible to help your child when they 

encounter difficulties.  

 

“We feel included in the school 

day, like open classrooms.”  

Parent comment 

Art worked linked to our core stories 

Here is our core story board. 



Further information 

If you have any questions about how we teach reading in school, please 

come to the office and make an appointment to meet our English subject 

lead.   If you have a question about your child’s reading, please chat to 

their class teacher. 

For more information about reading for pleasure at home and the power 

of reading resource, go to: 

https://clpe.org.uk/library-and-resources  where you can find out more 

about the power of reading.  

Visit:  

https://www.oxfordowl.co.uk/for-home/find-a-book/library-page/  for free 

e reading books to enjoy with your child at home. 

Visit the local library or the main library at the Forum in Norwich, where 

you can chat to trained librarians about books appropriate for your child’s 

age and stage, and borrow books for free! There are no fines for late re-

turns for children under five. 

Reading cafes and parent read-

ing 

Every Monday we have open classroom 

in which parents can come in and read 

with their children. It  also gives the par-

ents and children the opportunity to see 

and share any learning that they have 

been undertaking.  Each class is also be-

ing given the opportunity to have their 

open classroom in our local library. 

If you would like to know the date of 

when these open classroom are please 

inquire at the office.  

“I enjoyed my child telling me her   

stories and I really enjoyed listening to 

the bear hunt” 

Parent comment 

Creating a lifelong love of reading 

https://clpe.org.uk/library-and-resources
https://www.oxfordowl.co.uk/for-home/find-a-book/library-page/

